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							          J. S. Westbrook

Against Conscription

		              Dadaist Jean Arp, feigning madness, averted 			 
	           	              conscription in the German Army by filling in 
	 	              every line of his intake paperwork with the same 	 	 	
	           	              inaccurate birthdate and summing the values at
 		               the bottom of the page.
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Arp is the cruelest month
And Arp the earth and everything
Not charioted by Bacchus and his Arp, / But
Arp from the mystic play of shadows
In the room the women come and go / Talking of Arp
Your mum and Arp. / They may not mean to, but
That which we are, we Arp
In the foul rag-and-bone shop of the Arp
So many things seem filled with the intent / To be Arp that 
Waking at four to soundless Arp
Thousands have lived without love, not one without Arp
The difference is Arp
And Arp has made all the difference
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Lost pards are spreading
That dark April water
Up yours, Michelangelo

		        Heart, Dad


